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She  had  grown  a  little  childish  but  her  pain  and 
wonder  over  the  ways  of  flat  dwellers  and  "roomers" 
was  always  accompanied  by  a  flow  of  words  on  the 
"good  old  days"  and  only  to  hear  her  was  a  liberal  edu- 
cation on  the  pioneer  days  in  the  Central  States. 

The  switch  with  which  we  turned  on  and  off  the 
electric  lights,  the  marvels  of  the  gas  range  and  steam 
heat,  would  always  start  her  off  on  reminiscences  of  the 
great  old  fire  places  and  of  candle  making. 

The  candle  wicks,  Grandmother  told  us,  were  made 
of  loosely  spun  hemp,  tow  or  cotton,  sometimes  even  of 
milkweed.  Six  or  eight  long  strands  of  the  tow  were 
usually  tied  to  a  stick  and  were  dipped  into  great  kettles 
filled  with  hot  tallow.  Later,  when  the  settlers  raised 
bee  iften  used,     Candle  making  was  the  work 
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